Are you fascinated by church history?
Could you help us bring church heritage to life?

The Southwell & Nottingham Diocese Church
History Project would like to hear from you!

RobinChurches
HoodTrail

Churches are a valuable part of our heritage, being both significant guides to British
architecture and important focal points within our communities.
The Church History Project was set up in 1998 by the Diocesan Advisory Committee
in conjunction with the University of Nottingham to provide an accurate historical and
archaeological record for each church and church site within the Southwell & Nottingham
Diocese. The recent award of a Heritage Lottery Grant will enable this work to expand into
both education and tourism.
The Church History Project is looking for volunteers to help research the 314 churches in
the Diocese as part of the project.
To get involved, or for more information about this exciting and innovative project please
contact:
Tracey Akehurst
Church History Project Manager
Dunham House, 8 Westgate, Southwell, Notts NG25 0JL

Discover the fascinating connections between Nottinghamshire’s
churches and the legends of Robin Hood. Follow the links from
church to church and find out some of the hidden tales associated
with one of England’s most notorious heroes...

01636 817223
traceychp@southwell.anglican.org
Full training and support will be given.

http://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk

open
churches
heritage learning welcome

Newstead Abbey

St Mary’s, Edwinstowe

According to the history books an ‘army of outlaws’
regularly robbed the monks of St Mary’s Priory, Newstead.
Open: October - March - Gardens only; April September - House and Gardens; Historic House
opens Friday/Saturday/Sunday/Monday from 12.00
noon to 5pm (Last admission 4pm).
Parking: Ample car parking in the extensive grounds.
Wheelchair access: partial – see website for full
details.
Toilets: next to the cafe within the grounds.

Postcode: NG15 8NA
Website: http://www.newsteadabbey.org.uk
Charges: Admission charges are around £7
or £3.50 just to the gardens. Please check the
website for current charges.

Headon holds the tomb slab of the Sheriff of Nottingham
who died in 1259. It is believed that this was the very Sheriff
famed to be Robin Hood’s arch enemy!

Parking: Please note that parking next to the
church is limited. There is a village car park
opposite the church, plus parking in the village
hall grounds (approximately 15 spaces) – just
round the bend to the north.

Open: Open for a service of Morning Prayer
every morning and visitors are welcome to
come in for that and stay afterwards. Also,
open for visitors on Sunday afternoons.

Website: http://southwellchurches.history.
nottingham.ac.uk/edwinstowe/hintro.php

St James’, Papplewick

Toilets: available in the village hall.
Postcode: DN22 0RD
Website: http://southwellchurches.history.
nottingham.ac.uk/headon-cum-upton/
hintro.php

Open: The church is not unlocked but
key can be obtained from either verger or
church warden or the vicar.
Parking: Parking not good near church as
it is down a very narrow lane. Best to use
pub car park in village and walk.

Southwell Minster
MinsterThe Cathedral Church of the Diocese since 1884,
this building is said by many to be a ‘hidden gem’ and
best kept secret among the forty two English cathedrals. In
Southwell Minster there are stone carvings of leafy-headed
‘Green Men’, which are said to be a representation of an
earlier guise of Robin Hood. It also houses an ancient horn
drinking vessel which purports to have once belonged to Robin Hood!

Parking: The town car parks is situated across the
road from the Minster’s North entrance.

Toilets: In the ground floor of the Great Hall
opposite the South Doors of the Minster.

Wheelchair access: Wheelchair access to all parts
except the Chapter House, which has steps.

Website: http:// www.southwellminster.org.uk

Postcode: NG25 0HD

Wheelchair access: Yes
Toilets: No
Postcode: NG15 8FE - located at the end of
Church lane, accessible from Main Street
Website: http://www.papplewick.org/
local/St_Jinfo.htm

St Mary’s, Nottingham
The story goes that here, Robin was recognised by a monk
whom he had previously robbed. The Sheriff was alerted a
sword fight ensued.
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 3pm.

Open: The Minster is open every day from 8am to
7pm.

Postcode: NG21 9QA

Legend has it that Alan A’Dale, one of Robin Hood’s men, was
married here. Robin is also said to have cut his bows from yew
trees in the churchyard.

St Peter’s, Headon

Open: St Peter’s church, Headon, will be open as
part of the Diocesian Open Churches Weekend –
July 3rd and 4th 2010. It is generally unlocked in
the summer months.

The Parish Church of St Mary Edwinstowe is a beautiful and
ancient place of worship in the heart of Sherwood Forest.
According to legend, this is the church where Robin Hood and
Maid Marian were married!

Parking: Parking close to the church is
difficult but there are multi-storiey car parks
such as Fletcher Gate in the vicinity. These
car parks do require payment on exit.

Postcode: NG1 1HN
(postcode of Fletcher
Gate car park – NG1 2FZ)
Website: http://southwellchurches.history.
nottingham.ac.uk/nottingham-st-mary/hintro.php

St Mary’s, Blidworth
In the grave yard of church of “St Mary of the Purification”,
Blidworth, lies what is said to be the grave of Robin Hood’s
hot-headed sidekick, Will Scarlet.
Open: be open as part of the Diocesian
Open Churches Weekend – 3rd and 4th of
July 2010. St Mary’s is not usually open.
Parking: Please note that parking near
the church is very difficult. We suggest
paying a visit to the Bird-in-Hand pub
next-door!

Wheelchair access: Full wheelchair access
Toilets: On-site disabled toilet
Postcode: NG21 0QH
Website: http://www.mansfielddeanery.
org.uk/blidworth/
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Newstead/Newstead Abbey

Being within the original
Sherwood Forest, Edwinstowe
was subject to the Forest Laws
which could be quite stringent.
It wasn’t hard to fall foul of the
law, and become an outlaw
like Robin Hood. In the 1330s
even two Vicars, John de
Ryston of Edwinstowe and Thomas Fox, son of Henry de
Edenstowe were convicted of deer poaching and stealing
foliage respectively!
The villages, however, did also enjoy
a variety of forest privileges, including
the right to marry without permission.
Such marriages mostly took place in
the doorway of the church rather than
inside, so if the legend is true, that is
when Robin and Marian would have
tied the knot.

Now known as Newstead Abbey, St. Mary’s Priory, founded
in 1172, was very prosperous due to dealings in wool.
However they were never able to enjoy any wealth as the
outlaws knew exactly when and who to hit to get the money
as it was taken in and out of the Priory!
If Robin Hood ever met Richard the Lionheart, it would
have been somewhere around here. King Richard I, and
later, King John stayed here on several occasions when out
hunting in Sherwood Forest.
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St Peter’s, Headon

In the small village church of St Peter’s church, Headon you
will find a tomb slab depicting a knight in armour, which
dates from about 1275. This tomb was for Simon de Headon,
who was Sheriff of Nottingham in 1259. It is believed that this
was the very Sheriff famed to be Robin Hood’s arch enemy!
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Southwell Minster

The Cathedral Church of Nottinghamshire, Southwell
Minster, is reported to have connections with the legend.
Stone carvings within the Chapter House of leafy-headed
‘Green Men’ are said by some to be a visual representation
of the earlier guise of Robin Hood, that of a god of woodland
and fertility; once firmly believed-in and
worshipped before being eclipsed by Christianity.
His more modern role is that of robbing the rich to
give to the poor.
Also look for the stained glass depicting King
Edwin, Ethelburga and her chaplain Paulinus,
seventh century characters who have associations
in the Legend of Robin Hood.
The Minster’s library houses an ancient horn
drinking vessel which purports to have belonged
to Robin Hood - though
this has never been
authenticated!
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St James’ Church, Papplewick

This is known locally as the ‘Foresters’ Church’. On the
floor of the church is a medieval graveslab marked with a
bow and arrow, horn and baldric. The foresters and, in all
likelihood Robin himself, cut their bows from yew trees in
the churchyard. It was a Celtic belief that the yew tree had
the power over life and death. Later scientists at the Queens
Medical Centre in
Nottingham proved
that there is a
chemical in the yew
tree that can be used
to kill cancer cells.
Therefore in this
sense the Celts were
actually correct!
Legend also has it
that Alan A’Dale, another of Robin Hood’s men, was married
here. Alan’s true love, a girl named Ellen, was forced to marry
an aged nobleman not of her choosing. Robin arrived just
in time to rescue her and she was married, by Friar Tuck, to
Alan instead.
Alternative versions of the story suggest the groom may
have been Will Scarlet.
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St Mary’s, Nottingham

Robin Hood is thought to have been a regular attendee
of mass at St. Mary’s in the centre of Nottingham. On one
occasion he was, unfortunately, recognised in the porch by
a fat headed monk whom he had previously robbed. The
Sheriff was soon alerted, and, after a sword fight in the
nave where his weapon
broke in two, Robin was
taken into custody at
Nottingham Castle.
He was later rescued,
but ever after was more
careful when entering
the city, usually coming
in disguise.

St Mary’s, Blidworth

Will Scarlett’s grave is marked by a fragment of the original
apex of the church tower and several yew trees. This oddly
mismatched assembly may not really be a grave at all, but
there are many graves on this hillside that are much older
than the present church building, all within the boundaries of
Sherwood Forest. No doubt
some of the men buried here
had disputes with the Sheriff
so possibly one such man was
Will Scarlet himself.
Local legend also holds
that Maid Marian stayed in
a cottage, roughly opposite
the tavern in Blidworth, until
Will called for her and escorted her to her marriage with Robin
Hood.

